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TheNational ChemicalLab-
oratory is changing the way it
will commercialise technolo-
gy Instead of mere technology
transfers from thelab to estab.-
lished companies, NCI, will
now nucleate and nurture in-
novative technology business
start-ups through incubation
and create technology compa-
niesofthe future,

The NCL Venture Centre, a
technology business incuba-
tor, promoted by NCL opened
in Pune on Monday at NCL In-
novationPark, The technology
incubator is open to knowl-
edge-based enterprises in ma-
terials,  chemicals  and
biological sciences and engi-
neering. “The not-for-profit
company floated by the NC. is
being set up with an invest.
mentofRs 5 crore with the De-
partment of Science and

' Technologyprovidingthe seed

funding,” S Sivaram, director,
NCL said. “Taking technology
tothemarketisnotnewtoNCL,,
Earlier the focus was on large
manufacturing  companies,
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Nowwewill takethe technolo-
gy to the market with this new
innovative model,” Sivaram
said.  Richard Friend,
Cavendish professorofPhysics
at Cambridge University and
also founder and scientist of
two technology start-up com-
panies (Cambridge Display
Technologies Ltd and Plastic
Logic Ltd) opened the NCL
Venture Park. “This is a new
wayofcreatinghi-tech compa-
nies. You have to allow young
people to do what they want,
Freedom to take time out of re-
search and be active entrepre-
neurs,”Friend suggested,

RAMashelkar, directorgen-
eral, CSIR, said that the rules
regarding the conductofscien-
tistsneeded to be changedand
thiswas being worked uponto
encourage entrepreneurship
amongst scientists. “Indian IQ
has been creating IP for others
and it is time Indian IQ started
creating 1P for India,”
Mashelkarsaid.

“Five years from today we
will be self-sustaining,” says
PremnathV, thescientisthead-
ingthe centresaid. Theventure
centre is in talks with ISB and

IIMAhmedabadforco-incuba-
tion of companies. Apart from
making entrepreneurs out of
NCL scientists, the Centre will
beopento any promising busi-
ness idea, from anywhere and
anyone but that is based on
specialised know-how,
Inadditiontospaceand ser-
vices, the start-ups will get
shared labs for chemistry and
material science, physics and
engineering, biology, proto-
typing and fabrication and
analysis. Itwillalsoputinplace
mechanisms to make readily
availableandaccessibleknow-
how support, business sup-
port, administrative support
andfinancialsupport.
Thisventure centre issome-
thinglike the StJohn’s Innova-
tion Centre at Cambridge that
assists formation and growth
of early stage knowledge-
based businesses by providing
physical space and in-house
management support for stich
companies.
Ithasworkedwi&x600early ]
stage orembryonic businesses -
and currently houses 50 busi-
nesses, many of which were
underfiveyearsold,



